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“Discussions about whether addiction is a medical 

disorder or a moral problem have a long history. For 

decades, studies have supported the view that opioid 

addiction is a medical disorder that can be treated 

effectively with medications administered under 

conditions consistent with their pharmacological 

efficacy, when treatment includes comprehensive 

services, such as psychosocial counseling, treatment 

for co-occurring disorders, medical services, vocational 

rehabilitation services and case management services.”

TIP 43











Changing Drug Use Patterns Among 

Patient Admissions to the Methadone 

Treatment Programs in the U.S.

American Association for the Treatment of Opioid 
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Study Aims

• Determine lifetime and current            

prescription opioid prevalence among OTP 

enrollees

• Identify factors associated with primary 

prescription opioid abuse

• Determine source for prescription opioids



Opioids

• Heroin

• Buprenorphine (e.g., Suboxone, Subutex)

• Fentanyl (patch, lozenge, solution)

• Hydromorphone (Dilaudid)

• Hydrocodone (e.g., Vicodine)

• Methadone (diskette/wafer, pills, liquid)

• Morphine

• Oxycodone (e.g., OxyContin, Percodan)



Patient and opioid treatment program (OTP) participation

Data collected January 2005 –January 2011

#

States: 35

OTPs to date: 75

Subjects:  > 46,157



Characteristics among OTP enrollees, by primary drug of 

choice

*p<.001

January 1, 2005 ïPresent

Rx Opioid Heroin

First OTP episode (%) 70 31*

Chronic Pain (%) 45 32*

Pain a reason for enrolling 

in OTP (%)

33 32

Withdrawal pain (1-5); 
Mean

3.91 3.76*

Craving (1-5); Mean 4.47 4.29*

Ever injected primary drug 
(%)

33 77*
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1. “Methadone Emerges as New Killer”  by Charles Proctor, 

Times Staff Writer (February 26, 2007)

2. “Methadone: A Necessary Evil”  BBC News (March 19, 

2008)

3. “Mom Indicted After Child Drinks Methadone” by Kimberly 

Dick, Advocate Reporter (June 29, 2007)

4. “Middle School Girls Get Sick After Taking Methadone Pills” 

– The Kansas City Star (March 20, 2008)

5. Man Beaten Outside Methadone Clinic Has Dies by Terri 

Sanginiti, The News Journal (October 18, 2007)

6.   Misuse of „Bupe‟ is Found to be on Rise by Fred Schulte 

and Doug Donovan, Baltimore Sun (February 3, 2008 



U.S. Department of Justice

National Drug Intelligence Center

Methadone Diversion, Abuse and Misuse:

Deaths Increasing at Alarming Rate

November 2007



“From 1999-2006, the number of methadone 

related deaths increased significantly. Most 

deaths are attributed to the abuse of 

methadone diverted from hospitals, 

pharmacies, practitioners and pain 

management physicians. Some deaths result 

from misuse of legitimately prescribed 

methadone or methadone obtained from 

narcotic treatment programs, including use in 

combination with other drugs and/alcohol.”

DOJ
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