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Vermont Prescription Monitoring Program HistoryVermont Prescription Monitoring Program History 
• Legislation passed in 2006

• The Vermont Department of Health launched the Vermont Prescription 
Monitoring System (VPMS), on January 12, 2009.

• Pharmacies are required to report their controlled substance data retroactive toPharmacies are required to report their controlled substance data retroactive to 
July 1, 2008. 

• Data submissions are required at least every 7 days 

• VPMS collects Schedule II, III and IV drugs

• The system currently contains 842,504 number of prescription records

• Physician and Pharmacist access went live April 20, 2009



VPMS Data Accuracy EducationVPMS Data Accuracy Education

• Provides manuals to dispensers regarding data errors 

• Monitors the system Data Accuracy Details Report to identify problem 
areas 

• Works with vendor to obtain data corrections from pharmacies



VPMS Error Reporting

• The VPMS system has built in error edits that notify pharmacies of data 

VPMS Error Reporting

errors.  

• When pharmacies sign up for a submission account they are required to p g p y q
supply an e-mail or fax number to receive these data error reports.



VPMS Data Rejectionsj

A single claim may be rejected, or if a certain percentage of claims are rejected in 
i di id l fil th ti fil b j t d W t k th t fan individual file, the entire file may be rejected. We track three types of errors:

• Minor – Incorrect data in non-vital field
• Serious Record can be loaded with missing or inappropriate data• Serious – Record can be loaded with missing or inappropriate data
• Fatal – Record cannot be loaded

An entire batch may be rejected if:An entire batch may be rejected if:

• ALL records have Fatal or Serious errors
• More than 10% of the records have Fatal errors
• More than 20% of the records have Serious errors

Our intent is to identify formatting errors and issues with the proper recording of 
data.  Otherwise, we will load all records without fatal errors.



VPMS Edit Definitions



VPMS Continued Error PreventionVPMS Continued Error Prevention

M i t i i th t t DEA fil d NDC t bl• Maintaining the most current DEA files and NDC tables

• Working with vendor to adjust error edits as necessary

• Working with Licensing Boards as needed to help manage problem data 
submitters

• Continuing to education data submitters through the VPMS help desk 
and program materialsand program materials



Thank you!

QuestionsQ


